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Arts Education Grants For Fiscal Year June 1, 2012 – May 31, 2013
INDIVIDUAL APPLICATION GUIDELINES

PURPOSE AND SCOPE OF THE FOUNDATION:  To promote education in the arts for residents of the Northern Shenandoah Valley, including the cities of Winchester and Harrisonburg and the counties of Frederick, Clarke, Warren, Shenandoah, Page and Rockingham in Virginia, and the counties of Jefferson and Berkeley in West Virginia.  The area may be expanded or contracted by vote of the directors according to the availability of funding and suitable projects of applicants. 
TRAINING: Course(s) of study in secondary schools, colleges, universities and/or other formal entities; or study or work with art companies (such as ballet or opera companies), or study with individual artists. Study may take place either in the U.S. or abroad. Applicants must meet the stated deadlines of the institution for applications and deposits. Please note that these dates may be before the MPLF grant decisions are issued.
TALENT: The recipient should demonstrate talent and promise in a recognized art form.  The evaluators look for evidence of commitment to the chosen discipline, as well as accomplishment and potential.

FUNDING: Awards will be made for specific educational projects that develop the talent and knowledge of the artist, such as courses of study, degree programs, intern programs or artists-in-residence.  In extraordinary circumstances, limited funding for supplies, equipment, transportation and/or housing may be considered by the MPLF Panel.  Receipt of other grants or scholarships does not preclude an individual from applying for an MPLF grant. First preference is given to longer term or permanent residents of the geographic areas outlined above. Students who are living in the Northern Shenandoah Valley primarily for the purpose of study cannot be considered. Grants are payable to the institution or instructor. Any requests for changes in funding distribution must be approved in advance and the administrator should be notified by May 1st of these changes.

Scholarships may be funded in full or partially, and may be renewed (as for a four-year degree).  However, the recipient must reapply in full and demonstrate progress made to the MPLF panel of evaluators via the grant progress report which will be mailed to recipients in November.
Decisions of the Review Panel are at their discretion and are final.

Applications should be postmarked no later than March 15, 2012 and mailed to Marion Park Lewis Foundation, 1520 Commerce Street #116, Winchester, VA 22601.  Incomplete or late applications will not be considered. The awards will be announced by June 1, 2012.  Award recipients may be requested to perform or present works if an awards event is held. In November, grant recipients will receive a Progress Report Form to complete and submit to the Grant Administrator by January 15th, stating that the funds were used in the manner stipulated on the application. 

Questions are welcomed and most efficiently answered via email (info@mplf-arts.org) or you may write the MPLF Administrator, Delores Gordon, at the above address. 
APPLICATION PACKETS:  Applications should be assembled into three (3) packets with all of the requested information. Each packet should contain an application, tuition documentation, recommendations and progress report (if reapplying.)  Do not use folders, notebooks or other bindings for copies two and three; they should be stapled or securely clipped. Include a single copy of the work sample and one brochure (if required: see Section 3, question 3) in the original packet only. Please make use of the Applicant Checklist at the end of these Guidelines.
· Application: Using the website, please download the application into a PDF fillable form (you must have Acrobat Reader installed) by saving the document to your computer, completing the form (saving as you go) and printing 3 copies for submission.  Applications and other materials become the property of MPLF.
· Tuition Documentation: Please provide documentation verifying the amount of tuition required. Tuition documentation should be from a brochure, letter, or bill, or it may be printed from the school’s website. The tuition that applies to your situation should be highlighted. Please clearly state the amount of your request. Grants are intended to apply only to the cost of tuition. Please do not include room and board, fees, transportation etc. in your grant request. 
· Recommendations:  Each packet should contain two (2) letters of personal character reference and two (2) letters concerning talent/ability from your teachers, mentors, or arts professionals. If you are reapplying after receiving an MPLF grant in the previous year, please enclose two (2) letters from current teachers or professors that document progress. These are the only letters required. It is preferred that copies of each letter of recommendation be placed in each of the three packets. However, if a reference prefers to send the letter directly to MPLF, photocopies of that letter will be made and attached to copies two and three without penalty. 
· Transcript:  Current college students should include a transcript in each packet. It is permissible to include the official transcript in the first packet and a photocopy or grades printed from the college website in the other two packets. High school students should not include a transcript.
· Progress Report: If you received an award in the previous year, you must include in your application packets a copy of the completed Progress Report that was mailed to you in November. Reapplications can not be considered if the Progress Report is not included.
· Work Samples: All applicants must include recent representations of their work by portfolio or sample by submitting SINGLE COPIES of media as described below. All materials must be TITLED and LABELED with applicant’s name and discipline. DVDs and CDs should be in a protective jewel case or envelope. Applicants are advised that higher quality, professionally produced materials are an advantage in the presentation of their work. Work samples will not be returned. Applicants will be notified if the panel deems a personal interview necessary. Any work sample deviation must be cleared by the MPLF Administrator prior to submission.
Theatre: Acting: DVD* (preferred) or videotape of not more than five minutes of a performance AND a three minute monologue showing a contrasting style to the five minute performance video. The quality of your audio and video are important to your presentation. Please begin by giving your name, school and the name of the selection that you are going to perform. (Tip: You may want to consider “dressing” the part that you are portraying.) Applicants should enclose a head shot, if available. 
Set, Lighting, Sound or Costume Design:  Photographs or drawings of two plays/productions and a letter of recommendation from a theatre professional or teacher in the field. 
Music Theatre: DVD* (preferred) or videotape of a three minute monologue and an additional three to six minutes singing three selections of varying style and tempo. The quality of your audio and video are important to your presentation.  Please begin by giving your name, school and the name of the selection that you are going to perform. (Tip: You may want to consider “dressing” the part that you are portraying.) Applicants should enclose a head shot, if available. 

Music: DVD/CD* (preferred) or audio cassette 15-30 minutes long. Your work sample should include a demonstration of your instrument in your preferred genre (please describe) and in (a) contrasting style(s). If appropriate for your instrument, it should include additional work with accompaniment and/or ensemble. A list of titles, composers and accompanying instruments, if used, for each piece should be enclosed in the CD case (not on the CD.) Include the approximate length of the track, if possible. For example:

Your Name

Instrument


Your Preferred Genre

1. Mozart, W.A.

Come scoglio (Cosi fan tutte)

3:30
voice w/ piano 

2. Carissimi, G.

Vittoria mio core



4:55
voice w/ piano

3. Boëllmann, Léon   
Toccata  



4:44
organ

4. Franck, Cesar

Sonata in A Major 1st mvt


3:45
violin w/ piano

5. Shostakovich, Dimitri
Sonata, op. 40



3:20
piano w/ cello

6. Brahms, J.

Waltz, op. 39, no. 15


5:00
piano

Visual Arts and Fine Handcrafts: Six to ten printed photographs of recent work. In addition, please include these photos on a CD* in JPEG format with a resolution of no less than 300 dpi. A numbered list should accompany the photographs noting title, medium, dimensions and completion date. Printed photos should be no smaller than 4 x 6 and no larger that 8 x 10. The use of image editing software (such as Photoshop) should be limited to correcting lighting issues.
Dance: DVD* (preferred) or videotape of not more than five minutes, to include a recent demonstration of technique and performance. Videotapes should be preset to the point of viewing; DVDs should edited to include only your performance. Please provide enough information so that you can be clearly identified if performance is in a group setting (costume description or position). Applicants are encouraged to consider recording in a studio setting and may include barre work, center work and a dance variation that demonstrates technique and artistry. (Exercises should be chosen based on the age and skill of the applicant: suggested barre exercises could include extensions, an arabesque, and a balance; center work could include a petit allegro, a grand allegro and a demonstration of pirouettes.) Applicants are encouraged to enclose a head shot, if available. 

Literature: 250-300 lines of poetry or up to 500 lines of prose.

Other Art Forms: Samples and/or demonstration of work.

*Special instructions for digital media:

CDs and DVDs should be placed in a protective case (include track selections in the case) and both CD and case should be labeled with your name.
All audio materials must be submitted on a standard 4.75-inch-diameter audio CD which can be played in any home compact disc player. (Do not send a data disc containing mp3 or other computer files).  Music applicants should also include a detailed list in the CD case as outlined in that section of the Guidelines.
All video materials must be submitted on a standard-definition, single-layer 4.75-inch-diameter DVD-video disc which can be played in any home DVD player. (Do not send a data DVD containing Quicktime or other computer files; nor a dual-layer DVD; nor a Blu‑ray disc). 
Applicant Checklist
Please use this list to insure all components are submitted.

	General Applicant
	
	2011-12 Recipient (Reapplying)

	___Three application packets including:
	
	___Three application packets including:

	
	___Application
	
	
	___Application

	
	___4 Recommendations (2 character, 2 talent/ability)
	
	
	___2 Recommendations (current teachers documenting progress)

	
	___Tuition Worksheet with documentation
	
	
	___Tuition Worksheet with documentation 

	
	___Transcript if currently in college
	
	
	___Transcript if currently in college

	
	
	
	
	___Progress Report

	___Work sample (single copy)
	
	___Work sample (single copy)

	___Brochure (see question 3) 
	
	___Brochure (see question 3)


